
R I P Q 
 
Read the paragraph. 
 
Identify the main ideas 
 
Put the ideas in your own words. 
 
Question the text. 
 
Basic Format: Students should read one paragraph/section at a time 
and work through the RIPQ.   
Or, the teacher can jigsaw the text into manageable chunks.   For 
example, the text could be divided into 6 parts.  Have the class 
number off 1-6, 1-6, cont.  Have each student work through the RIPQ 
process individually and then bring all the one’s, two’s, etc. together 
to compare main ideas and questions.  Each group can then present 
their part to the entire class. 
 
1.  R - The student must read the paragraph 
 
2.  I - The student will identify the main ideas and details 
 
3.  P - The student will put the main ideas in his/her own words by     
paraphrasing.   When the student paraphrases, it is important to 
make sure the sentence is: 

• Accurate 
• Makes sense 
• Contains a complete thought, subject, and verb 
• Contains useful information 
• Is really in his/her own words 

 
4.   Q - The student should create a question about what he/she read, 
write it on a note card and write the answer on the back.  These cards 
can be used as a study guide. 
 

See the example from Earth Science on the next page. 
 



 
EXAMPLE from Earth Science 
 
Read a paragraph  
 
When Nicholas Copernicus developed his sun-centered model of the solar 
system, he thought the planets orbited the sun in circles. In the early 1600’s, the 
German mathematician Johannes Keplar began studying the orbits of the 
planets. He discovered that the shapes of the orbits are not circular, but are 
elliptical. He also calculated that the sun is not at the center of the ellipse, but is 
offset from the center. 
 
 
 
Identify the main ideas and details  
 
"The main idea of this paragraph is that Nicholas Copernicus developed a model 
of the solar system. Johannes Keplar revised this model in the early 1600’s.  
The supporting details are that Keplar discovered that the shapes of the orbits 
are not circular, but are elliptical. He also calculated that the sun is not at the 
center of the ellipse, but is offset from the center." 

 
 
 

Put the main ideas and details in your own words by paraphrasing  
 
"After Copernicus developed his model of the solar system, Keplar discovered 
the true orbit of the planets. He found the orbit is not circular, but elliptical. Also, 
he found that the sun is not at the center, but is off set from the center." 
 
 
Question (Put the question and answers on a 3 x 5 Card) 
 

• FRONT OF NOTE CARD  
• How did Keplar’s model differ from Copernicus’s model of the solar 

system?  
 

• BACK OF NOTE CARD  
1. Orbits are not circular but are elliptical. 
2.    Sun is not at center of ellipse, but is off set. 


